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t Society has been intimately concerned with promoting cordial and familiar relations between British scientists and those of other countries. For 222 years, indeed, it has had a special Officer, the Foreign Secretary, whose duty it is to deal with communications with foreign scientists. The Royal Society, after the first world war, took a leading part in the formation of the International Scientific Unions and the International Council of the Scientific U n io n s; and during the second world war it maintained both its connexions with foreign scientists so far as they were within reach and its faith that these inters national organizations must be started up again as soon as possible after the war was over. It is a particular pleasure, therefore, to the Society that the International Council is meeting here to-day in its rooms and it is my most agreeable duty to give you all the warmest possible welcome from the Society-and indeed from all British scientists. The course of world events has made it clearer even than it was before not only that science in its own interest must remain an inter/ national concern but also that the very future of civilization itself depends upon the close co/operation of scientific men throughout the world. W e are, after all, the best example of international a v operation. I would go further still. For well over 2000 years medicine has been taught not only as a matter of observation and science but as a field for the application of high ethical principles. W ithout some system of ethics governing the behaviour of its practitioners medicine would be welbnigh impossible; and without medicine civilization as we know it would be impossible too. W e have now reached the time when a common standard of ethical behaviour is just as important in science as in medicine. This does not mean that scientists as such are called upon to spend their time and effort on social, economic and political affairs; any more than medical ethics demands that sacrifice of their special skill and knowledge by medical people. It does, however, mean that in standards of truthfulness and integrity, in readiness to co-operate with other scientists of good will everywhere, and in refusal to use the common knowledge, prestige and power of science for base, harmful and selfish ends, scientists should feel bound by an honourable and unbreakable obligation-as a duty to themselves, as a duty to their fellow scientists, as a duty to their fellow men.
The International Council meets to-day in a time of special difficulty, and of very special opportunity. W hat it decides itself to do, or to recommend to the International Scientific Unions, will be done or recommended by scientific men representing the common interests and heritage of science, not the views of political or national organizations; and it may have a very important bearing on future relations. No doubt much of your time will be spent on details of organization and machinery. That is necessary, for it is common knowledge that the International Council in the past was not as effective an agent, indeed some of the Unions were not as effective agents, as they might have been; and plans to make them more effective must be properly worked out. But a little time at any rate may be found to consider the larger and more general problem of scientific ethics. No doubt it will be impossible to reach any final conclusion in two days-the growth of medical ethics took hundreds of yearsbut there is equally no doubt that ultimately the ethical question is among the most important which international science has to answer. We scientists know very well that a problem is usually more than half solved when it has been clearly stated in unambiguous terms; and before it disperses from the meetings of these two days the Inter national Council may at least have been able to make a start towards an unambiguous statement of the ethical problem which faces scientific men-and indeed faces the world-to-day.
I will not keep you longer; you have much practical work to do. But before ending may I say once more to the International Council, particularly to those of its members who come from overseas, that the Royal Society offers its warm welcome-and I am proud to have the duty and privilege of offering it.
